
STAFF REPORT 

Decatur Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
 

Hearing Date 

Case No. 

Property Location 

Request 

Petitioner  

 

 

October 12th, 2023 
23-06        
3162 Redlich Dr. 
Variance to construct a 6-foot privacy fence in the front yard. 
Gary Morse 

BACKGROUND 

The subject site is currently zoned R-1 Single family Residential District and has a primary 
residential structure with two detached accessory structures on an approximately 0.45-acre lot. 

 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

 

Direction Existing Land Use Zoning Comprehensive 
Plan 

Subject Property Residential R-1 Residential 
North Residential R-1 Residential 
South Residential R-1  Residential 
East Residential R-1 Residential 
West Residential R-1  Residential 

 

REQUEST 

Variance to have a 6-foot privacy fence in the front yard. The petitioner is requesting the fence to 
not see their neighbor’s debris in their front yard.  
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

According to the City of Decatur Zoning Ordinance, a variance must meet three standards in order 
to be granted. The first standard requires the applicant to show that the requested variance is in 
harmony with the general purpose and intent of both the City of Decatur Comprehensive Plan and 
regulations of the Zoning Ordinances. The property in question meets the desired future land use 
classification of “Residential” in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan. The variance, if 
granted, would not be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance 
which strictly prohibits fences over 6 feet in height within the front yard. 
 
The second standard requires the applicant to demonstrate the existence of practical difficulties or 
a non-economic hardship. The petitioner provided information that the 6-foot privacy fence would 
screen their property from an unsightly neighbor’s yard meeting the second standard. 

 
The third standard requires the applicant to show that the variance, if granted, would not alter the 
essential character of the locality, or have a negative impact on the surrounding properties. The 



essential character of the locality, or have a negative impact on the surrounding properties. The 
property in question has a large front yard, however, there are no such other fences in the area. 
Therefore, staff believes that the third standard cannot be met. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff does not recommend approval of this requested variance. 
 
ZBA ACTION 

The Zoning Board can approve the variance request as presented, deny the variance request, or 
modify the request as appropriate. 

 
This report constitutes the testimony and recommendation of the Planning and Development 
Division, Economic and Community Development Department. 

 
Kasey Wright 
Planner 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Petition 
2. Location and Zoning Map 
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Case No:

Date:

Petition of:

Requested Action:

23-06

October 12, 2023

Gary Morse

Variance to construct a 6-foot privacy fence in the front yard

City of Decatur Zoning Board of Appeals
3162 Redlich Drive

1 inch = 200 feet

Subject Site

Legend
Parcels

Overlay_Districts

ZONING
PD-Planned Development

R1-Single Family Residence

R2-Single Family Residence

R3-Single Family Residence

FEMA Flood Zones
500 YEAR FLOOD ZONE

100 YEAR FLOOD ZONE




