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 Errata to Environmental Assessment 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Erratum includes corrections, revisions, and/or additions to the Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for proposed improvements to Brush College Road (FAU 7448) from just south of William 

Street Road (IL 105) to a point north of Faries Parkway, subsequent to the signed approval by 

the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) on December 13, 2013 and the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) on January 17, 2014. 

SECTION IV:  IMPACTS, DOCUMENTATION AND MITIGATION 

Part II. Agricultural 

There is a property owned by ADM on the west side of Brush College Road between the James 

Randall Research Center (JRRC) and the IC RR track that is cultivated. 0.156 acres of right-of-

way will be required from this parcel for the proposed improvements. Impacts to the cultivated 

area will be minimal. 

Part XIII. Indirect and Cumulative Impacts 

Public Involvement 

Public involvement activities included online surveys for two stakeholder groups plus the 

community at large; early and frequent coordination with stakeholders directly affected by the 

project (e.g., the City of Decatur, businesses, railroads, various city and county support 

services), two public meetings, held on February 17, 2011 (64 Attendees) and July 24, 2012 (49 

Attendees), and a public hearing held on April 22, 2014 (117 Attendees). Twelve comment 

forms were submitted prior to the end of the public hearing comment period on May 8, 2014.  All 

comments were reviewed and addressed. Supporting documentation is included in Appendix I-

C. 
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Summary of Public Hearing 

An open house public hearing was held on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm at the 

National Sequestration Education Center on the campus of Richland Community College in Decatur, 

Illinois. The hearing site was accessible to individuals with disabilities and special assistance was offered 

to anyone who provided advanced notice. The hearing presented the Preferred Alternative and the 

approved Environmental Assessment for public review and comment. 

The advertisement for the public hearing was published in the Decatur Herald & Review and in the 

Decatur Tribune newspapers. A meeting notice was also sent to the local television (WAND) and radio 

(WSOY) stations. Notices were also sent by mail and email to public agencies and affected property 

owners and businesses and to individuals that provided an email address when responding to the 

questionnaires that were sent out at the beginning of the study. An article about the public meeting also 

appeared in the Decatur Herald & Review on April 20, 2014. 

The public hearing was an open house format. The preferred alternative was illustrated on an aerial 

photo exhibit laid out for viewing in the center of the room. Easel exhibits were also on display. A 

separate table was set up for viewing the approved Environmental Assessment. A seating area was set 

up for viewing a PowerPoint presentation that ran as a continuous loop. Seating and tables were also 

provided for filling out comment forms. A court reporter was available to record verbal comments and 

the right-of-way consultant for the City of Decatur was available to answer questions about right-of-way 

and relocation.  

The approved Environmental Assessment and other material were available for viewing  15 days prior to 

the hearing at the City of Decatur, Department of Public Works located at #1 Gary K. Anderson Plaza, 

Decatur, Illinois. Exhibits from the public hearing were also posted on the City of Decatur website 

www.brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov after the hearing. 

Approximately 117 members of the public attended the hearing. WAND covered the event and 

interviewed several individuals. Prior to the May 8, 2014 deadline, twelve comments were received. The 

comments and response letters can be found in Appendix I-C. 
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Brush College Road Improvement Study – Public Hearing 

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing held by the City of Decatur 

concerning proposed improvements to Brush College Road. The proposed 

improvements include construction of a 4-lane section between William Street 

Road and Faries Parkway, adding turn lanes to the William Street Road/Brush 

College Road intersection, reconfiguring the Marietta Street intersection, 

replacing the existing underpass at the Norfolk Southern rail yard with an 

overpass, and constructing an overpass at Faries Parkway. The proposed 

improvement will result in de minimis Section 4(f) impacts and will involve 

periods of road closure during construction. All persons interested in the project 

are invited to attend this meeting. 

Date:   Tuesday April 22, 2014 

Time:    4:30 PM – 7:00 PM  (Open-house format) 

Place:  National Sequestration Education Center 

                        Richland Community College Campus 

  3451 President Howard Brown Blvd 

  Decatur, IL 62521       *Follow the Signs* 

 

Purpose of the Hearing: 

The hearing will address topics such as the need for the project, the proposed 

improvements, right-of-way acquisition and relocation assistance. 

 

Representatives from the City of Decatur and the City’s consultant will be 

available to discuss the project, answer questions and receive comments. Exhibits 

will be on display. Preliminary reports, including environmental documents and 

engineering drawings, maps, and aerial photography, will be available for 

inspection at the City of Decatur, Department of Public Works 15 days before the 

meeting and after the meeting. 

 

Comments can be submitted at the hearing verbally, in writing or mailed after the 

hearing. All comments submitted will become part of the public record for the 

project. Deadline for comments is May 8, 2014. 

 

The hearing will be accessible to handicapped individuals. Persons planning to 

attend who will need a sign language interpreter, other similar accommodations 

or any special assistance should notify the consultant or City Engineering. 

 

Contact Keith Benting of URS Corporation at 875-4800 or City Engineering at 

424-2747 for more information. Comments may be emailed to 

brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov. 
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                CITY  OF  DECATUR  ILLINOIS 
                                    #1 GARY K. ANDERSON PLAZA             DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62523-1196 

 

 

April 2, 2014 

 

Dear Current Resident, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Decatur will be holding a public hearing to present information and receive input for the 

Brush College Road Improvement Study.  The hearing will address topics such as the need for the 

project, the proposed improvements, right-of-way acquisition and relocation assistance.  The public 

hearing is the third public meeting that has been held for the Brush College Road Improvement Study. 

Representatives from the City of Decatur and the City’s consultant will be available to discuss the 

project, answer questions and receive comments. Exhibits will be on display.  

 

Preliminary reports, including environmental documents and engineering drawings, maps, and aerial 

photography, will be available for inspection at the City of Decatur, Department of Public Works at #1 

Gary K. Anderson Plaza, 15 days before the meeting and after the meeting. These documents, as well as, 

the public notice of the meeting, are available at:  

http://www.decaturil.gov/brushcollegestudy/brushcollegestudy.html 

 

Contact Keith Benting of URS Corporation at 875-4800 or City Engineering, at 424-2747 for more 

information. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mary E. Cave, P.E. 

Civil Engineer II 

Please Join Us 
Brush College Road Improvement Study 

Public Hearing 
 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 
4:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

National Sequestration Education Center 
Richland Community College 

2451 President Howard Brown Boulevard* 
*Follow the Signs* 

 
The meeting will be an open house format and you may attend at any time. 
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Benting, Keith

From: Cave, Mary E <MCave@decaturil.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2014 12:05 PM

To: BrushCollegeStudy@decaturil.gov

Subject: Public Hearing - Brush College Road Improvment Study

~ Please Join Us ~~ Please Join Us ~~ Please Join Us ~~ Please Join Us ~    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The City of Decatur will be holding a public hearing to present information and receive input for the Brush College Road 

Improvement Study.  The hearing will address topics such as the need for the project, the proposed improvements, 

right-of-way acquisition and relocation assistance.  The public hearing is the third public meeting that has been held for 

the Brush College Road Improvement Study. Representatives from the City of Decatur and the City’s consultant will be 

available to discuss the project, answer questions and receive comments. Exhibits will be on display.  

Brush College Road Improvement Study 
Public Hearing 

 
Tuesday, April 22, 2014 

4:30 pm - 7:00 pm 
National Sequestration Education Center 

Richland Community College 
2451 President Howard Brown Boulevard**** 

*Follow the Signs**Follow the Signs**Follow the Signs**Follow the Signs*    
 

The meeting will be an open house format and you may attend at any time. 
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Preliminary reports, including environmental documents and engineering drawings, maps, and aerial photography, will 

be available for inspection at the City of Decatur, Department of Public Works at #1 Gary K. Anderson Plaza, 15 days 

before the meeting and after the meeting. These documents, and the public notice of the meeting, are available at:  

http://www.decaturil.gov/brushcollegestudy/brushcollegestudy.html 

 
Contact Keith Benting of URS Corporation at 875-4800 or City Engineering, at 424-2747 for more information. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Mary E. Cave, PE 

Civil Engineer II 

City of Decatur, Illinois 

 

You are receiving this e-mail because you indicated you wanted to receive updates on the Brush College Road 

Improvement Study. E-mails regarding this project are limited, however, if you would like to stop receiving 

this information, please request so at brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov.  

 

 

 

 
NOTICE: E-MAIL TO OR FROM CITY STAFF MAY BE SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE ILLINOIS 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. 
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and 
may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of 
this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by email reply. 
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Brush College Road project public meeting Tuesday

APRIL 19, 2014 12:01 AM  •  ALLISON PETTY H&R STAFF

WRITER

DECATUR – Residents will have an opportunity view plans for major

changes to Brush College Road and offer their comments for the official

record Tuesday.

The third and final public hearing on the project is scheduled from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the National
Sequestration Education Center on the Richland Community College campus. The proposal
would build an overpass that passes over both the Norfolk Southern Corp. rail yard and Faries
Parkway, and it would also widen the road's intersection with William Street.

City officials have said the project, which is estimated to cost more than $70 million, would
require funding from federal, state, local and even private sources. They have stressed that the
area is vital to the city's economic future.

City Manager Ryan McCrady said the road runs through the “economic center of the universe”
for Decatur.

“I think it’s going to be important for the community that we do build this sometime in the future if
we want to keep maximizing the benefit of the current industrial infrastructure, industrial
employers that are there, but also to attract future ones to that area,” he said.

The cramped underpass beneath the rail yard and long delays at Faries Parkway create
headaches for drivers. Traffic accidents may be on the rise, too. There were 14 accidents on
that stretch of road in 2012; 21 accidents in 2013; and 11 accidents in the first four months of
this year, said City Engineer Mary Cave.

The meeting Tuesday will be an open-house format. Residents can view a presentation and
maps related to the plans, speak with engineers from the city and consultant URS Corp., and
leave comments by talking to an official recorder or writing them down.

People knowledgeable in the process of property acquisition and relocation will be available
Tuesday to speak to property owners who might be affected by the project, Cave said.

The public comments will become part of the report, currently 3 inches thick, the city will submit
to the Illinois Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration. Cave said the
city must address all comments in its report.

Positive comments could be helpful when it comes time to search for funding, she said.

“Having community support definitely helps, so that people who don’t know Decatur see that
Decatur wants it and it’s going to be beneficial to us,” Cave said.
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Anyone who cannot make it to the meeting can email comments to
brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov.
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Welcome
The City of Decatur and URS Corporation welcome you to the Public 
Hearing for the Brush College Road Improvement Study. Staff members 
from URS Corporation and the City of Decatur are here to discuss the 
project and to answer questions.

The meeting is being held in an open house format to allow informal 
discussion between the public and the study staff members. You are 
invited to view a presentation that will run continuously on the overhead 
screen. After viewing the presentation, please proceed to the displays 
and share your comments with members of the study team. Personnel 
are available to answer questions about right-of-way acquisition and 
relocation. You may provide comments either verbally with the recorder 
at today’s meeting or written on the enclosed pre-addressed comment 
form. Comment forms can be left in the comment box or mailed after you 
leave the meeting. You may also email comments to brushcollegestudy@
decaturil.gov. All written comments received by May 8, 2014 will become 
part of the public record for the project.

Thank you for attending the hearing and for your interest in this study.

Public 
involvement
Public involvement is 
encouraged in the process of 
this study. You are encouraged 
to submit your written or 
verbal comments regarding 
the proposed improvements.  
All comments will be reviewed 
and will help to evaluate the 
design details and potential 
impacts for the proposed 
improvements.
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Status of project
The study began in October 2010 and is in the final planning 
stage. This is the third and final public meeting designed to 
present the selected alternatives of this study and to obtain 
public input. The first public meeting was held in February of 
2011 and the second in July of 2012. Various alternatives 
were presented at those meetings and based on comments 
received, the selected alternatives were carried forward and 
preliminary plans were developed. The proposed roadway 
alignment, intersection designs, and preliminary plans for the 
two overpasses have been approved by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT).

This public hearing is being held to present the options that 
have been selected and collect public comments. The study will 
be completed when comments from this meeting are compiled, 
responses developed, and the final study report is submitted 
later this year. After the completion of the study phase, final 
plans will be prepared. It is estimated that preparation of final 
plans and the acquisition of right-of-way may take at least two 
years. The Ameren substation just south of the Faries Parkway 
intersection also needs to be relocated. Currently, there is no 
funding in place for construction but the City of Decatur will be 
actively seeking funding throughout the final design phase and 
after.

Environmental Assessment
When the significance of impacts of a proposed transportation 
project is uncertain, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is 
prepared to assist in making this determination. The EA is a 
concise public document that provides sufficient evidence and 
analysis for determining whether an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) needs to be prepared or if there will be a 
Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) must approve an EA before it is made 
available to the public. The EA for the Brush College Road 
project was approved by the FHWA in January of 2014 and is 
available for viewing at today’s meeting. It will also be available 
on the City of Decatur web site at www.decaturil.gov (click on 
Brush College Road link). The EA and comments from this public 
hearing will allow the FHWA to determine the significance of 
impacts of this project.

Project 
description
URS Corporation has been retained 
by the City of Decatur to perform a 
preliminary design study to determine 
the most feasible option for providing 
adequate capacity to handle present 
and future traffic volumes in a safe 
and efficient manner for the Brush 
College Road corridor between William 
Street and Faries Parkway. Currently, 
Brush College Road has a two-lane 
cross section with narrow lanes and no 
pedestrian or bicycle facilities. Frequent 
train blockage at Faries Parkway 
impacts the motoring public and delays 
school bus and transit services. These 
blockages can also impact response 
times for emergency services such as 
police and fire/rescue. The purpose of 
this project is to increase safety and 
access for businesses and promote 
industrial development along the Brush 
College Road corridor. I-C-129
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Overpass at Norfolk Southern 
rail yard
At the February 2011 public meeting, both an underpass and an 
overpass option were presented to replace the existing underpass at 
the Norfolk Southern (NS) rail yard. Public comments from that meeting 
favored the overpass option. An overpass can be constructed in less 
time than an underpass. Construction of an overpass will have fewer 
impacts to Norfolk Southern yard operations and to the public than 

the construction of an underpass. For these reasons, an 
overpass was selected at the NS rail yard.

Intersection and overpass 
at Faries Parkway
Based on the Decatur Area Transportation Efficiency Study, 
a train blocks the crossing at Faries Parkway 17.2 hours per 
week. This blockage time is longer than any other crossing 
in Decatur. Public comments also noted that the crossing 
is blocked frequently. Due to the large number of train 
blockages that occur at the Faries Parkway intersection, 
an overpass is also being proposed at Faries Parkway. The 
overpass will carry Brush College Road over Faries Parkway 
and the Norfolk Southern track.

At the July 2012 meeting, two options were presented for 
connecting Brush College Road to Faries Parkway. One 
involved roundabouts and the other a ramp with traffic 
signals. The selected option consists of a ramp from Brush 
College Road to Faries Parkway, with traffic signals at the 
top and the bottom of the ramp. A free-flow right turn lane 
is provided from northbound Brush College Road to Faries 
Parkway.

Potential road closure
The overpass at the Norfolk Southern rail yard will be 
constructed in stages that will allow Brush College Road to 
remain open during most of the construction. Some periods 
of road closure may be required. For the proposed overpass 
at Faries Parkway, it will not be possible to construct the 
portion of the overpass on the north side of Faries Parkway in 
stages due to the high number of turning movements at the 

Future NS Yard Overpass
Looking Northwest

Future Faries Parkway Overpass
Looking West

Current Underpass
Looking South
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intersection and the limited width between St. John’s 
Cemetery and CN/IC track. A portion of Brush College 
Road north of Faries Parkway will need to be closed 
during construction of the overpass. Final plans will 
be developed with the goal of keeping Faries Parkway 
open during construction.

Improvements to 
the Williams Street 
intersection
Due to the high number of turning movements at 
the William Street/Brush College Road intersection, 
additional turn lanes are required to avoid backups 
during peak travel times. Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) policy requires that raised 
medians be placed adjacent to dual turn lanes for 
safety. The length of the raised median depends on 
the required storage length for the turn lane, the 
required taper length and other factors. The raised 
median will limit access to some businesses and 
homes. The displays at tonight’s meeting show the 
impacts of the intersection improvements.

Improvements to 
the Marietta Street 
intersection
Due to the high volume of traffic during peak 
travel hours, employees of the ADM James 
Randall Research Center have a difficult time 
exiting the facility. The study has shown that 
traffic signals are warranted at this location. 
The intersection of Brush College Road and 
Marietta Street/ADM James Randall Research 
Center will be reconfigured and traffic lights will 
be added.

345 East Ash Ave.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: 217.875.4800
FAX: 217.875.3577
brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov
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Public Hearing - PowerPoint Presentation 
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Presented by: 

Welcome! 
 

Brush College Road 
Improvement Study 

Public Hearing 
 

April 22, 2014 
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Purpose of Meeting 

 Public Hearing - Open House format to 
present proposed improvements to 
Brush College Road  

 Goal is to present selected options for 
final design and get your comments 

 Written comments can be provided or 
you may give a statement to the 
recorder 
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Suggested Sequence 

1. View this presentation 

2. View Exhibits – Talk with URS and 
City staff 

3. Speak with land acquisition staff if 
your property is impacted by project 

4. Provide written comments or give 
verbal comments to the recorder 
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Purpose and Need of Project 

 Provide adequate capacity to 
accommodate present and future year 
traffic volumes along Brush College Road 

 Identify safe and efficient improvements 

 Address non-motorized facilities 

 Improve accessibility to support future 
development 
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Previous Public Meetings 

 Public meeting #1 – February 2011 

–Underpass vs. Overpass at NS Yard 

–Shared-use path on west side vs. 
shared-use path on east side of roadway 

 Public meeting #2 - July of 2012 

–Roundabouts vs. Signals at proposed 
ramp for Faries Parkway overpass 
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Previous Public Meetings 

Based on comments received, and 
other project requirements, the 

preferred alternatives were selected 
and are being presented at this 

meeting 
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What is being proposed? 

 4-Lane Section with Shared-Use Path 

 

 
1 2 3 4 
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What is being proposed? 

 Overpass at NS Rail Yard 
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Proposed Overpass – NS Yard 

Computer Rendering – Looking Northwest 
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Overpass Option - Staging 

Build east portion of 

overpass first 

Maintain traffic on 

Brush College Road 
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Why an Overpass at NS Yard? 

 

 Construction of a new underpass would:  

 Require multiple construction seasons  

 Require temporary relocation of NS tracks 

 Result in significant traffic disruptions 
 

 Not feasible to widen or rehabilitate the 
existing underpass 

 February 2011 Public Meeting 
comments support the overpass option 
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What is being proposed? 

 Overpass at Faries Parkway 
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

Computer Rendering – 

Looking West on Faries 

Parkway 
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

Second overpass will carry 
Brush College Road over 
Faries Parkway and NS Track 
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

Ramp to Faries 
Parkway with traffic 
signals at top and 
bottom selected as 
preferred option  
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

Overpass and ramp will require the acquisition of 
right-of-way and impact existing businesses in the 

area 
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Why an Overpass at Faries Parkway? 

 

 Trains block intersection 17.2 hours/week  
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

 Limited width available north of 
Faries Parkway between St. John’s 
Cemetery and the CN/IC track 

 Limited width will not allow traffic to 
be maintained during construction. 

 A portion of Brush College Road 
north of Faries Parkway will need to 
be closed in order to construct 
overpass 

 
I-C-151



What is being proposed? 

 Improvements to Marietta Intersection 

Turn lanes added 

Signal lights  
added 

Shared-use 
path added 

Turn lanes added 

Shared-use 
path added 

Realigned entrance 
to ADM JRRC 
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What is being proposed? 

 Improvements to William St. Intersection 

Turn lanes added 
with raised median 

Turn lanes added 

Raised median added 
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William Street Intersection 

 Additional turning lanes needed for 
high traffic volumes 

 Raised medians along William Street 
and Brush College Road 

– IDOT policy requires raised medians 
adjacent to dual turn lanes 

–Results in limited vehicular access 

–Provides pedestrian refuge area 
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4(f) Impacts 

 4(f) lands are public park/recreation 
lands 

 Parking lot for former Brush College 
School is owned by the Park District 

 Proposed improvement will require 
some right-of-way from parking lot 

 Impacts considered as “de minimis” 
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4(f) Impacts 

Portion of parking lot for former 
Brush College School will be 
taken for widening Brush College 
Road 
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Impacts and Issues 

Due to overpass at NS Yard, E. Grand Ave. and 
E. Hickory St. will no longer have access to 
Brush College Road 
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Impacts and Issues 

Due to overpass at NS Yard, E. Olive 
St. and E. Logan St. will no longer 
have access to Brush College Road 

E. Logan St. can be 
accessed from 
proposed ramp 
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Impacts and Issues 

A new access road 
will be constructed. 

Due to overpass at Faries 
Parkway, the west leg of E. 
Harrison St. will no longer 
have access to Brush 
College Road.  
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Impacts and Issues 

James Street will be extended to Faries Parkway 
to allow entrance/exit to businesses on Logan St. 
and Olive St.  
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Types of Property Acquisition 

 Fee Simple 

–Own all interests and rights 

 Permanent Easement 

–Right to utilize portion of property, but 
ownership remains with land owner 

 Temporary Easement 

–Temporary use of property during 
construction to make minor adjustments 
or modifications 
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Property Acquisition Process 

 REGULATED by Federal Law (Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970) and 
reviewed by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) for transportation 
projects. 
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Property Acquisition Process 

 UNBIASED PROCESS 

– Independent appraisal (land costs + damages) 

– Independent review appraisal 

– Offer 

– Negotiations 

– Acquisition  

– Relocation Assistance (if necessary) 
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What Happens Next? 

 Obtain and evaluate public 
comments 

 Obtain design approval of Phase I 
Study (anticipated by Fall of 2014) 

 Begin Phase 2 – Contract Plan 
Preparation and Land Acquisition 
(Duration 24 to 36 months) 
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Prior to Construction: 

 All right-of-way must be acquired 

 Funding must be obtained for 
construction 

 Ameren must relocate substation and 
power lines, including acquisition of 
property and easements  
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Estimated Construction Cost 

$86.4 Million – includes: 

• Engineering cost for final design ($5.1M) 

• Right of way and relocation costs ($8.1M) 

• Utility relocation costs ($4.7M) 

• Environmental testing and mitigation costs 
($1.15M) 

• Construction cost ($62.25M) 

• Construction engineering cost ($5.1M) 
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Potential Sources of Funding 

 City Bonds 

 Funding from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation 

 Illinois Commerce Commission 

 Private Contributions 

 Transportation Investments Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants from 
US DOT 

 Other federal funds 

 Other state funds 

 
I-C-167



Thank you for Participating! 

 Meet the project team 

 Look at the exhibits 

 Ask questions 

 Tell us about your concerns 

–Fill out comment form or give statement 
to recorder 

–Can also email comments (see handout) 

–Comments must be received by 5/8/14 
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Questions, Comments & Information 

For questions or concerns contact: 

City Engineering at 424-2747 

    or 

Keith Benting at URS Corporation 

      875-4800 

Send comments to: 

brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov 

For additional information: 

www.decaturil.gov 

 I-C-169
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Public Hearing  - Easel Exhibits 
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Purpose and Need of Project 

 Provide adequate capacity to 
accommodate present and future year 
traffic volumes along Brush College Road 

 Identify safe and efficient improvements 

 Address non-motorized facilities 

 Improve accessibility to support future 
development 
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What is being proposed? 

 4-Lane Section with Shared-Use Path 

 Overpass at NS Rail Yard 

 Overpass at Faries Parkway 

 Marietta Street/ADM JRRC Intersection 
Improvements (Add traffic signals) 

 William Street Intersection 
Improvements (Add turn lanes and 
raised median) 
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4-Lane Roadway Section 
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Proposed Overpass - NS Yard 
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Proposed Overpass – NS Yard 

Computer Rendering – Looking Northwest 
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NS Yard Overpass - Staging 

Build east portion of 

overpass first 

Maintain traffic on 

Brush College Road 
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Overpass at Faries Parkway 

A section of Brush College Road north of Faries Parkway will need to be closed 

during construction of this overpass due to the limited width between the ICRR track 

and St. John’s Cemetery. 
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Faries Parkway Overpass 

Computer Rendering – 

Looking West on Faries 

Parkway 
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4(f) Impacts – de minimis 

Portion of parking lot for former 
Brush College School will be 
taken for widening Brush College 
Road.  
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William Street Intersection 

 Additional lanes needed to: 

– accommodate unusually high a.m. and p.m. peak hour 
turning movements 

– provide a consistent cross section with the new Brush 
College Road NS overpass 

– support future development planned for the surrounding 
area 

 Raised medians along William Street and Brush College Road: 

– are required by IDOT policy (adjacent to dual turn lanes) 

– will reduce vehicular access to some adjacent properties 

– will provide a refuge for pedestrians crossing the 
intersection 
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Impacts and Issues 

 Elimination of access to Brush College Road 
at several streets 

– Grand  - Olive - E. Harrison (west) 

– Hickory - Logan 

 Extend James Street to Faries Parkway 

 Maintain access to homes & businesses 

 Closure of portion of Brush College Road 
during construction  

 Acquisition of properties and relocation of 
businesses 
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What Happens Next? 

 Obtain and evaluate public comments 

 Obtain design approval of Phase I Study 
(anticipated by Fall of 2014) 

 Begin Phase 2 – Contract Plan Preparation and 
Land Acquisition (Duration 24 to 36 months) 

Prior to construction: 

 All right-of way must be acquired 

 Funding must be obtained for construction 

 Ameren must relocated substation and power 
lines, including acquisition of property and 
easements 
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Estimated Construction Cost 

$86.4 Million – includes: 

• Engineering cost for final design ($5.1M)  

• Right of way and relocation costs ($8.1M) 

• Utility relocation costs ($4.7M) 

• Environmental testing and mitigation costs 
($1.15M) 

• Construction cost ($62.25M) 

• Construction engineering cost ($5.1M) 
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Public Hearing - Comments Received 
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Brush College Road Improvement Study 
Public Hearing – April 22, 2014 
 
Comments given to recorder by the following: 
 
1. Ron Nihiser, Sr. 
 Owner – Ron’s Garage 
 3800 E. Hickory St. 
 Decatur, IL 62526 
 Phone: 217-422-9200 
 
2. Matt Kuzel 
 Owner 3650 and 3660 E. William Street 
 345 Secretariat Pl. 
 Mt. Zion, IL 62549 
 Phone: 217-519-0512 
 
3. Ron Roderick 
 Owner – Business on E. Olive Street 
 3741 N. Bearsdale Road 
 Decatur, IL 62526 
 Phone: 217-877-7697 
 
4. Beverly Chappell 
 Owner – 480 N. Brush College Road 
 3644 E. Minnie 
 Decatur, IL 62521 
 Phone: 217-423-2736 
  
5. Mark A. Smith 
 138 E. Water Street 
 Argenta, IL 62501 
 Phone: 217-795-4419 
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Benting, Keith

From: John Sanner <sanner@samuelsmiller.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 9:25 AM

To: Benting, Keith

Subject: FW: Brush College Road Improvement Study - comment

Keith, 

 

Here is a copy of what I sent to the city’s email address yesterday, which resulted in a bounceback message. 

 

- John 

 

John E. Sanner 

Samuels, Miller, Schroeder, Jackson & Sly, LLP 

225 North Water Street, Suite 301 

Decatur IL 62523 

 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 1400 

Decatur IL  62525 

 

tel 217-429-4325 

fax 217-425-6313 

 

 

From: John Sanner  

Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 5:07 PM 
To: 'brushcollegestudy@decaturil.gov.' 

Subject: Brush College Road Improvement Study - comment 

 

The proposed Brush College Road overpass is a much needed improvement that would eliminate the problems 

presented by the current cramped railroad underpass and the many train movements at the rail crossing to the north. 

 

The proposed overpass could also provide a tourism draw. With some relatively modest effort, the overpass could 

provide a safe place for local and out of town railroad enthusiasts and others who are interested in trains to watch and 

photograph the busy Norfolk Southern railroad yard and the many trains that pass through Decatur.  

 

The current plans call for a sidewalk and bike path on the east side of the overpass. I assume that tall fencing will be 

required where the bridge crosses above the railroad yard. If the fence is over about four feet high, a typical mesh fence 

makes photography very difficult. If the fencing for the bridge could be designed to include a 6 inch horizontal gap 

approximately 5 to 5 ½ feet above the sidewalk, or a series of  6 inch vertical gaps spaced every ten feet or so over the 

length of the bridge, it would enable rail enthusiasts to take photographs of the trains from the overpass. 

 

The view to the west, looking into the rail yard, would be even more interesting because of the greater rail activity. 

Please consider including an “observation area” on the west side of the overpass. This could simply be a sidewalk on the 

bridge over the railroad yard connected by a walkway from the south end of the overpass, perhaps as a branch off of the 

main sidewalk /bike path before it crosses to the east side of Brush College. The observation area would only need to be 

wide enough to provide a safe place to stand and would not need to continue north of the bridge. (Such an observation 
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area on the bridge would, however, enable a sidewalk or bike path to be added along the west side of Brush College in 

the future.) 

 

It may sound odd to provide a place for people to watch trains, but several cities around the country are attracting 

tourism with railroad viewing areas. An internet search for “railroad viewing platforms” will provide many examples. In 

Illinois, examples include Homewood (see www.blackhawknrhs.org/homewood.htm and www.village.homewood.il.us) 

and Rochelle (see www.rochellerailroadpark.org).  

 

Federal or state economic development or tourism funds might be available to help pay for appropriate fencing on the 

bridge and for the addition of a dedicated observation area on the west side of the bridge.  

 

I am not suggesting that anything as formal or as extensive as what Homewood and Rochelle have done is necessary or 

would be appropriate for this site. Just providing a publicly available viewing area on the overpass and camera friendly 

fencing will be enough to draw visitors. 

 

John Sanner 

1011 S Cedar Hill Dr. 

Decatur IL  62521 

217-429-4325 (weekdays) 
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Benting, Keith

From: Cave, Mary E <MCave@decaturil.gov>

Sent: Thursday, May 08, 2014 9:51 AM

To: Benting, Keith

Subject: Fwd: Brush College Road Improvement Study Comments

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Paul Scharnett <pscharnett@trism.net<mailto:pscharnett@trism.net>> 

Date: May 8, 2014 at 9:49:20 AM CDT 

To: "BrushCollegeStudy@decaturil.gov<mailto:BrushCollegeStudy@decaturil.gov>" 

<BrushCollegeStudy@decaturil.gov<mailto:BrushCollegeStudy@decaturil.gov>> 

Subject: Brush College Road Improvement Study Comments 

 

Name: Paul Scharnett – Tri Star Marketing, Inc. 

Address: 2211 W. Bradley Avenue, Champaign, IL 61821 

Phone: 217-367-8386 x140 

Email: pscharnett@trism.net<mailto:pscharnett@trism.net> 

 

 

Mr. Benting, 

Tri Star Marketing, Inc., which owns and operates the Super Pantry located at 3810 E. William St. Rd., Decatur, IL, 

provides the following formal comment to the Brush College Road Improvement Study. 

 

Tri Star Marketing, Inc. remains vehemently opposed to the options chosen for proposed improvement at the 

intersection of Brush College Road and William Street.  As we have stated previously, the damage to our business (as 

well as the surrounding businesses) will be immediate and significantly detrimental if the project is carried through in its 

currently intended capacity.  This project will effectively put our establishment out of business. 

 

Our business relies greatly upon the convenience factor associated with adequate and straightforward ingress/egress to 

our property, and the intended plans do nothing to accommodate the access issues to our site created by the proposed 

medians.  It is clear that our business will be one of the most—if not the most—significantly impacted by the median 

installation. 

 

Furthermore, we believe options still exist that would do much less harm to our business while still maintaining the 

desired level of service for traffic at the intersection.  The Improvement Study, to date, has failed to address all options 

that could maintain sufficient access to and from our property. 

 

Clearly, the City of Decatur would like to see tax dollars and jobs go elsewhere. 

 

________________________________ 

 

NOTICE: E-MAIL TO OR FROM CITY STAFF MAY BE SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE ILLINOIS FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION ACT. 
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