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Public Works Memorandum 

NO.  2009-40 
 

DATE: June 4, 2009 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor McElroy and City Council 

 

FROM: Ryan P. McCrady, City Manager 

  Richard G. Marley, P.E., Public Works Director 

     

SUBJECT: Street Reconstruction, City Project 09-24  

 

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: 
 

It is recommended by staff that the City Council approve the attached resolution awarding the 

contract for Street Reconstruction, City Project 09-24, to Dunn Company, A Division of Tyrolt, 

Inc., as the lowest, responsible bidder in the amount of $735,311.16, and that the Mayor be 

authorized to execute the contract, and the City Clerk to attest.   

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Prior Council Action 

On March 28, 2009, in Study Session for the Capital Improvement Plan review, City Council 

received maps and location tables identifying streets recommended for improvement during 

2009.  The Street Reconstruction Project is an annual street improvement project for the City. 

 

Streets Inspected Annually 

The Engineering Division inspects and rates approximately 1/2 of the City’s streets on a yearly 

basis.  The results of these inspections are input into a computer database which is used to 

project the future condition of the streets based on their current condition, historical condition, 

surface type (i.e. brick, concrete, asphalt, etc.), average daily traffic, and traffic type (i.e. trucks, 

cars, etc.).  This data is then paired with available funding and is used as a basis to aid City 

Engineering in the preparation of the City’s yearly street improvement program.  Staff then 

determines which streets need to have the surface restored or be totally rebuilt. 

 

Project Description 

This year’s Street Reconstruction Project generally involves the placement of a 1 to 2 inch 

asphalt surface course on an existing paved surface.  A portion of the existing pavement is often 

milled off to reduce the impact of the overlay on existing curbs and driveways. If additional 

structural capacity is desired in the pavement, no milling may take place prior to the overlay.   

 

This year microsurfacing and cape seal pavement improvement processes have been added to the 

annual project.  These processes further extend pavement life and delay the need for more 

expensive mill and overlay work.  Microsurfacing places a thin, bituminous slurry on the surface 

of the pavement that cures to create a smooth durable surface.  A cape seal consists of placing a 

traditional oil and chip surface prior to placing the smooth microsurfacing top coat.  When 

performed at the right time, microsurfacing and cape seal treatments can last up to 10 years. 
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The two main purposes of the street reconstruction project are (1) to increase the useful life of a 

pavement in advance of its deteriorating to a condition that would require the complete 

replacement of the street; and (2) to improve the street’s ride ability.  Mill and overlay work 

requires a sound pavement substructure so candidate streets are not selected on a “worst first” 

basis but rather on a “life extension” basis.  This year’s program includes approximately 5.0 

centerline miles of streets in the City.  A listing of streets in this year’s project is attached.   

 

The project plans and specifications were prepared by Engineering Division staff.  The project 

was advertised May 13, 2009, and bids were opened June 1, 2009.  The results for the letting are 

as follows: 

Compared to 

          Engineer’s Est. 

Bidder     Bid Price   Over (-Under) 
 

Engineer’s Estimate   $601,764.38                          ---- 

Dunn Company, A 

   Division of Tyrolt, Inc.  $735,311.16           22.19% 

Illinois Valley Paving Co.  $778,287.35            29.33% 

  

Dunn Company is in compliance with the City’s Responsible Bidder’s Ordinance and has 

complied with the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act for many years.  Dunn provided the low bid for 

the proposed work and has performed this work well in past years.  In spite of the work 

Engineering staff puts in to stay in touch with the price of materials, particularly petroleum based 

materials, the volatile market provided bids higher than those anticipated by staff.  The unit 

prices provided for the work are in line with current market rates.  Staff recommends the City 

Council approve a contract with Dunn Company to perform the Street Reconstruction project.   

 

POTENTIAL OBJECTION:  There are no known objections to this resolution and bid award. 

 

INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES:  None   

  

STAFF REFERENCE:  Richard Marley, Public Works Director and Matt Newell, City 

Engineer.  Richard Marley will be in attendance at the City Council meeting to answer any 

questions of the Council on this item. 

 

BUDGET/TIME IMPLICATIONS: 

 

Budget Impact 

Funding for this project is budgeted in the General Street Capital Fund.  The recommended low 

bid amount is $735,311.16.  Additional funds will be allocated from concrete street projects in 

the Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

The project should begin in June and be completed by September, 2009. 

 

Staff Impact 

Staff time has been allocated for this project in the Capital Improvement Plan. 
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This memorandum was prepared by Kevin Meachum, Engineering Technician III, and reviewed 

by Matt Newell, City Engineer. 

 

Attach: 4  

 

cc: John Smith, Assistant City Manager for Public Services 

 Dick Borders, Municipal Services Manager 

 Dan Mendenall, Streets and Sewers Supervisor 

 Jerry Nihiser, Traffic and Parking Supervisor 

 Bobby Davidson, Engineering Technician Supervisor 

 Dunn Company, A Division of Tyrolt, Inc. 

 Illinois Valley Paving Company 
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RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID AND AUTHORIZING 

THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR 

STREET RECONSTRUCTION, CITY PROJECT 09-24 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DECATUR, 

ILLINOIS: 

 

 

 Section 1.  That the tabulation of bids received for City Project 09-24, Street 

Reconstruction, and presented herewith, be received and placed on file. 

 

 Section 2.  That the bid of Dunn Company, A Division of Tyrolt, Inc., be accepted and a 

contract awarded, accordingly. 

 

 Section 3.  That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they are hereby authorized and 

directed to execute a contract between the City of Decatur, Illinois, and Dunn Company, A 

Division of Tyrolt, Inc., for said plan for their bid price of $735,311.16. 

 

 PRESENTED and ADOPTED this 15th day of June, 2009.  

 

 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

       Michael T. McElroy, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

      Celeste F. Harris, City Clerk          

 


















